VOTIVE MASS FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE CHURCH
TRIDENTINE MASS READINGS
A Reading from the Book of Esther
(Esther 13. 8-11, 15-17)

In those days Mardochai prayed to the Lord, saying: O Lord, Lord, almighty
King, for all things are in Thy power, and there is none that can resist Thy will,
if Thou determine to save Israel. Thou hast made heaven and earth, and all
things that are under the cope of heaven. Thou art Lord of all, and there is
none that can resist Thy majesty. And now, O Lord, O King, O God of
Abraham, have mercy on Thy people, because our enemies resolve to destroy
us, and extinguish Thine inheritance. Despise not Thy portion, which Thou
hast redeemed for Thyself out of Egypt. Hear my supplication, and be merciful
to Thy lot and inheritance, and turn our mourning into joy, that we may live
and praise Thy name, O Lord, and shut not the mouths of them that sing to
Thee, O Lord our God.
A Reading From the Holy Gospel According to St. Luke
(St. Luke 11. 5-13)

At that time Jesus said to His disciples: Which of you shall have a friend, and
shall go to him at midnight, and shall say to him: Friend, lend me three loaves,
because a friend of mine is come off his journey to me, and I have not what to
set before him; and he from within should answer and say: Trouble me not, the
door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give
Thee. Yet if he shall continue knocking, I say to you, although he will not rise
and give him because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will
rise, and give him as many as he needeth. And I say to you: Ask, and it shall be
given you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For
every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened. And which of you, if he ask his father bread, will
he give him a stone? or a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? or if he shall
ask an egg, will he reach him a scorpion? If you then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father from heaven
give the good Spirit to them that ask him?

Translations taken from the 1963 Marian Missal for Daily Mass
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