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TUESDAY IN THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT 

 TRIDENTINE MASS READINGS 

A Reading from the Third Book of Kings 
(3 Kings 17. 8-16) 

In those days the word of the Lord came to Elias the Thesbite, saying: Arise, 

and go to Sarephta of the Sidonians, and dwell there: for I have commanded a 

widow woman there to feed thee. He arose, and went to Sarephta. And when 

he was come to the gate of the city, he saw the widow woman gathering sticks, 

and he called her, and said to her: Give me a little water in a vessel, that I may 

drink. And when she was going to fetch it, he called after her, saying: Bring me 

also, I beseech thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand. And she answered: As the 

Lord thy God liveth, I have no bread, but only a handful of meal in a pot, and a 

little oil in a cruse: behold I am gathering two sticks that I may go in and dress 

it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. And Elias said to her: Fear 

not, but go and do as thou hast said: but first make for me of the same meal a 

little hearth cake, and bring it to me: and after make for thyself and thy son. 

For thus saith the Lord the God of Israel: The pot of meal shall not waste, nor 

the cruse of oil be diminished, until the day wherein the Lord will give rain 

upon the face of the earth. She went and did according to the word of Elias: 

and he ate, and she, and her house: and from that day the pot of meal wasted 

not, and the cruse of oil was not diminished, according to the word of the 

Lord, which He spoke in the hand of Elias. 

 

A Reading From the Holy Gospel According to St. Matthew 
(St. Matthew 23. 1-12) 

At that time, Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, saying: The 

scribes and the Pharisees have sitten on the chair of Moses. All things therefore 

whatsoever they shall say to you, observe and do; but according to their works 

do ye not: for they say and do not. For they bind heavy and insupportable 

burdens, and lay them on men's shoulders; but with a finger of their own they 

will not move them. And all their works they do for to be seen of men; for they 

make their phylacteries broad, and enlarge their fringes. And they love the first 

places at feasts, and the first chairs in the synagogues, and salutations in the 

market place, and to be called by men Rabbi. But be not you called Rabbi: for 

one is your master, and all you are brethren. And call none your father upon 
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earth; for one is your Father, Who is in Heaven. Neither be ye called masters: 

for one is your Master, Christ. He that is the greatest among you shall be your 

servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be humbled: and he that shall 

humble himself shall be exalted. 


