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VIGIL OF ST. LAWRENCE 

 TRIDENTINE MASS READINGS 

A Reading from the Book of Wisdom 
(Ecclesiasticus 51. 1-8, 12) 

I will give glory to Thee, O Lord, O King, and I will praise Thee, O God my 

Savior. I will give glory to Thy name, for Thou hast been a helper and protector 

to me, and hast preserved my body from destruction, from the snare of an 

unjust tongue, and from the lips of them that forge lies; and in the sight of 

them that stood by, Thou hast been my helper. And Thou hast delivered me, 

according to the multitude of the mercy of Thy name, from them that did roar, 

prepared to devour; out of the hands of them that sought my life, and from the 

gates of afflictions which compassed me about: from the oppression of the 

flame which surrounded me, and in the midst of the fire I was not burnt: from 

the depth of the belly of hell, and from an unclean tongue, and from lying 

words, from an unjust king, and from a slanderous tongue: My soul shall praise 

the Lord even to death: because Thou, O Lord our God, deliverest them that 

wait for Thee, and savest them out of the hands of the nations. 

 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel According to St. Matthew 
(St. Matthew 16. 24-27) 

At that time, Jesus said to His disciples: If any man will come after Me, let him 

deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For he that will save his life, 

shall lose it: and he that shall lose his life for My sake, shall find it. For what 

doth it profit a man, if he gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his own 

soul? Or what exchange shall a man give for his soul? For the Son of Man shall 

come in the glory of His Father with his Angels: and then will he render to 

every man according to his works. 


