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Lansing Tridentine Mass Community Established 

In a move consistent with His Excellency’s previous support of 
the Traditional Latin Mass, Diocese of Lansing Bishop Earl Boyea 
has established a new Extraordinary Form Mass Community in 
the city of Lansing, Michigan. To be called the Blessed John 
XXIII Community, the group will begin to hold Masses this fall in 
the lower level of St. Mary Cathedral in Lansing, pictured below. 
The news was significant enough to garner an article in the 
August 10, 2010 edition of the Jackson Citizen Patriot newspaper. 

Several months ago, 
Bishop Boyea asked Fr. 
Jeffrey Robideau to start 
assessing interest in such a 
community. Until a few 
years ago, Fr. Robideau 
had been pastor of St. 
Joseph Church in Jackson 
and a regular celebrant of 
the Tridentine Mass held 
in that church. Jackson 
and Flint have so far been 
the only two sites of 
Extraordinary Form 
Masses in the Lansing 
diocese, both of which are 
quite a distance from 
Lansing. 

Approximately 60 people attended the planning meetings and 
committed to attending a Lansing Latin Mass Community. Bishop 
Boyea recently asked Fr. Robideau to expand his role and be the 
chaplain of the community, certainly logical in light of Fr. 
Robideau’s experience with the Tridentine Mass in Jackson. 

Possibly the First Latin Mass Parish in Michigan 

Not only is this significant news in and of itself, there is an 
interesting sidebar to this effort: Should there be sufficient 
attendance and financial support – far from guaranteed, we might 
add – there is a possibility that the Blessed John XXIII 
Community could evolve into the first full Tridentine Mass parish 
in Michigan. 

In Canada and the U.S., there are several Extraordinary Form 
parishes. All but a handful are administered by priests from the 
Fraternity of St. Peter and the Institute of Christ the King, the GM 
and Ford of priestly associations devoted to the Traditional 
Liturgy. Only Mater Ecclésiæ Parish in Berlin, New Jersey and 
perhaps one or two others are run by diocesan clergy. While it is 
pure speculation at this point, it is not inconceivable that the 
Lansing operation might become one of this rare breed, a fully 
Tridentine Mass parish staffed by diocesan priests. 

We commend Bishop Boyea for taking this initiative, and ask our 
readers to pray for His Excellency and for Fr. Robideau. For 

further information about the Blessed John XXIII Community, see 
Fr. Robideau’s web site: www.getholy.com  

Bishop Boyea to Celebrate Two Tridentine Masses 

Speaking of Bishop Boyea, he will be celebrating two Holy 
Masses in the Extraordinary Form on the same day, Sunday, 
October 10. The first will be at 11:00 AM in Lansing’s St. Mary 
Cathedral’s lower level chapel, to formally open the Blessed John 
XXIII Community. The second will be at 4:00 PM at All Saints 
Church in Flint, to mark the anniversary of the Flint Tridentine 
Mass. 

Monthly Architectural Column Debuts 

Jason Grossi, the member of Windsor’s Assumption Church’s 
Tridentine Mass Community who has been named lead architect 
for the church’s $9,800,000 restoration, has begun writing a 
column explaining progress on the project. The column appears in 
the monthly Assumption Heritage Trust Foundation newsletter, 
which is available at the entrances to Assumption Church. The 
newsletters have not (yet) been posted on-line, however we will 
notify you if they are. 

This is not a typical renovation project. Matters of historical 
significance must be taken into account at many stages. The 
Ontario Heritage Trust, which must approve construction at 
historic sites, has to be consulted. Jason’s trips to Toronto to meet 
with the OHT, as well as local historic research, are documented 
in his columns. 

The present edition addresses the matter of the sacristy, which is 
structurally unsound and may need to be replaced, but which 
houses historic cabinetry that predates the sacristy itself. The 
cabinetry will need to be saved, regardless of whatever decision is 
made about the sacristy itself. Photos are provided in the 
newsletter for those who do not regularly visit the sacristy.  

Sacristy Visits Invited 

While we are on the subject, you are always welcome to visit the 
sacristy at any of our churches. This might be interesting for 
children as well as for yourself. You can see the myriad of 
vestments and supplies that are used for various liturgies 
throughout the year. Please see the priest or one of the altar 
servers after Mass.  

Tridentine Masses This Coming Week 

In addition to the below, High Masses are held every Sunday at St. 
Josaphat at 9:30 AM and at Assumption in Windsor at 2:00 PM, 
and on Fourth Sundays at St. Joseph Church at Noon. 

Mon. 08/30 7:00 PM: Low Mass at St. Josaphat (St. Rose of 
Lima) 
Tue. 08/31 7:00 PM: Low Mass at Assumption-Windsor (St. 
Raymond Nonnatus) 


