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St. Paul on the Lake Hosts Tridentine Funeral Mass 

It is a paradox in life that sometimes a sad occasion can also be an 

occasion of joy. Such a situation took place last Saturday, October 

2, when the first Extraordinary Form Mass in over 40 years was 

held at Grosse Pointe Farms’ St. Paul on the Lake Church. The 

Liturgy was a funeral Mass for Thomas Ambrose Carey, the father 

of Brian Carey. Brian and Anita Carey and their family are 

members of both St. Paul and St. Josaphat Parishes. 

St. Paul is yet another one of our area’s beautiful historic 

churches. A restoration of the church undertaken in 2002 won an 

architectural design award. It still retains its High Altar, Side 

Altars, Communion Rail, plus a rather new pipe organ. One 

interesting change made to the building was the replacement of 

hanging light fixtures with high-intensity lights recessed in the 

ceiling. While not exactly traditional, the result is a bright church, 

with lighting reminiscent of 

the great Roman basilicas. 

As its name implies, St. Paul 

is located on Lake St. Clair, 

nestled between the grand 

mansions of Lake Shore 

Road. Its expansive parish 

campus encompasses an 

elementary school, separate 

parish offices and priests’ 

residence, and the adjacent, 

independent Grosse Pointe 

Academy, a Montessori, 

elementary, and middle 

school originally known as 

the Academy of the Sacred 

Heart. 

The funeral rite began with 

the reception of the casket at 

the entrance to the church, followed by a Requiem Mass at which 

the Dies Iræ was sung. Absolution at the casket followed, after 

which In Paradísum was sung as the casket was removed from the 

church. At the cemetery, concluding prayers were said from the 

Extraordinary Form Ritual. The celebrant for the Mass was Fr. 

Peter Hrytsyk, assisted by choir members and altar servers from 

St. Josaphat and Assumption-Windsor. 

Special thanks must go to St. Paul pastor Msgr. Patrick 

Halfpenny, who graciously permitted the use of his church. Msgr. 

Halfpenny is a former rector of Sacred Heart Seminary and is 

currently the Archdiocese of Detroit’s Episcopal Vicar overseeing 

the Office for Clergy and Consecrated Life. As many of our 

readers know, Msgr. Halfpenny has celebrated the Tridentine 

Mass at St. Josaphat Church. Thanks are also due to Assistant 

Pastor Fr. Mark Hamilton, who efficiently helped to set up the 

church for the Mass. 

Special event Masses, especially in our historic churches, serve 

the important purpose of demonstrating continuity with our 

liturgical heritage. High Altars are more than decorative stands 

which surround a tabernacle, though that may be the experience 

which many Catholics have of them. Communion Rails have a 

real function of separating the actions of the Sacred Liturgy from 

the profane and mundane. Special event Masses give clear visual 

evidence why the traditional church layout and architectural 

elements specified by St. Charles Borromeo in the sixteenth 

century should be preserved in this post-Summórum Pontíficum 

era. 

Web Site Developer Needed 

After many years of faithful service to St. Josaphat Church, our 

two web developers have asked to step down. Many thanks to 

Jann Soltis, who created the main St. Josaphat web site 

www.stjosaphatchurch.org, and to Chris Stuckey, who created 

www.detroitlatinmass.org, the section of the site for the Tridentine 

Mass Community. Chris 

and Jann have worked 

quietly behind the scenes, 

updating the site every 

week. 

This is an opportunity for 

an enterprising volunteer 

to create a new and 

updated look for St. 

Josaphat’s site. We don’t 

necessarily need to 

duplicate information: For 

example, the weekly 

posting of the Tridentine 

Community News is also 

being done by 

Assumption-Windsor’s 

web site, and the two sites 

could point to a shared 

page. 

The responsibility will entail: 1) Initially maintaining and 

updating the current two sites with events and news from the 

Novus Ordo as well as Tridentine Communities. For instance, the 

monthly fundraising dinners could be given a more prominent 

place. Fr. Czarnota and the Parish Council will likely have ideas 

on this front. 2) Redesigning the site with a more modern 

appearance. 3) Augmenting the site with additional information 

and resources that might attract people to St. Josaphat and the 

Extraordinary Form. 

If you can offer your time and talents to this effort, please e-mail 

the address at the bottom of this page for more information. 

Tridentine Masses This Coming Week 

Mon. 10/11 7:00 PM: Low Mass at St. Josaphat (Motherhood of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary) 

Tue. 10/12 7:00 PM: Low Mass at Assumption-Windsor (Votive 

Mass for the Sick) 


