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Tridentine Masses at the March for Life 
 

With each passing year, the Extraordinary Form takes on an 

increasingly prominent role during the annual March for Life in 

Washington, DC. This is a logical and welcome development, 

given the long track record of participation in the March for Life 

by members of Extraordinary Form communities from across 

North America. 

 

This year, the March took place this past Friday, January 25. We 

are aware of at least three Extraordinary Form Masses being held, 

all at St. Mary Mother of God Church. St. Mary’s is the longtime 

home of the Tridentine Mass in Washington; prominent attendees 

include Pat Buchanan and Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia. 

 

At 7:00 AM there was a Low Mass. 

 

At 8:00 AM, the Paulus Institute organized a Missa Cantata 

honoring Nellie Gray, the recently deceased founder of the March 

for Life. Ms. Gray was a regular at St. Mary’s Tridentine Mass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our region was represented in a big way: At 6:00 PM, the intrepid 

Paul Schultz of Juventútem Michigan organized a Pontifical 

Solemn Mass celebrated by Chicago Auxiliary Bishop Joseph 

Perry. Our very own Wassim Sarweh was the organist and led the 

Gregorian Chant. Pictures of the Mass were just starting to be 

posted at press time; the above panoramic photo taken by Fr. Z for 

his blog www.wdtprs.com depicts a standing-room only 

congregation. Well done, Paul and Wassim! 

 

Vatican to Issue Document  

with Norms for Celebrating Mass in the Ordinary Form 
 

On January 16, the Zenit news agency reported that the 

Congregation for Divine Worship will be issuing a “Manual to 

Help Priests Celebrate Mass”, with an intended publication date 

this summer. While this document is clearly aimed at celebrations 

of the Ordinary Form of Holy Mass, it is noteworthy for stressing 

continuity with elements of the Extraordinary Form. 

 

Cardinal Antonio Cañizares, the Prefect of the CDW, was quoted 

as criticizing “showmanship” in the celebration of Sacred Liturgy. 

He said that Mass does not need to be celebrated facing the people 

and mentioned the option of the priest facing [liturgical] East at 

the altar, citing the example of Pope Benedict XVI celebrating the 

Ordinary Form ad oriéntem in the Sistine Chapel. His Eminence 

also critiqued the relegation of the tabernacle to a side altar or side 

chapel. 

 

A full and fascinating report on this forthcoming document is 

available at: http://www.zenit.org/article-36355?l=english 

 

University of Windsor Campus Ministry 

to Visit Assumption’s Tridentine Mass 
 

On Tuesday, February 12, the University of 

Windsor Catholic Campus Ministry is hosting a 

“Tridentine Mass Experience”, in which students 

will be taken to Assumption Church’s Tuesday 

7:00 PM Tridentine Mass. That evening the Mass 

will be a High Mass, to expose the students to a 

full sung liturgy. All are invited to attend the 

Mass; our guests may well appreciate guidance 

through the Mass from experienced Latin Mass-goers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the Mass there will be a discussion for students about 

the Extraordinary Form at Assumption University, on the south 

side of the parking lot from Assumption Church. Thanks are due 

to campus minister Fr. Chris Valka, CSB for organizing this event 

and for designing a beautiful advertising poster featuring a photo 

of a Solemn High Mass. Campus Ministry is a major enterprise at 

the University of Windsor, with numerous events, an active social 

media presence, and a Sunday evening campus Mass that attracts 

up to 600 people. 

 

Blessing of Throats Next Sunday 
 

After Holy Mass next Sunday, February 3 at Assumption-Windsor 

and Holy Redeemer, blessing of throats for the Feast of St. Blaise 

will be held. The candles used for the blessing, as well as throats, 

will be blessed using the Traditional Roman Ritual. 

 

Tridentine Masses This Coming Week 

 
Mon. 01/28 7:00 PM: Low Mass at St. Josaphat (St. Peter 

Nolasco, Confessor) 

Tue. 01/29 7:00 PM: Low Mass at Assumption-Windsor (St. 

Francis de Sales, Bishop, Confessor, & Doctor) 

Sat. 02/02 11:00 AM: High Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul (west side), 

Detroit (Purification of the B.V.M., with Candlemas procession) 

Sun. 02/03 2:00 PM: High Mass at Holy Redeemer, Detroit 

(Sexagésima Sunday) 


