Tridentine Community News
March 19, 2017 - The Third Sunday of Lent

The Rossini Propers

One of the most beautiful aspects of High Masses in the
Extraordinary Form as they are usually celebrated nowadays is the
chanting of the Propers of the Mass. The Introit, Gradual, Alleluia
or Tract, Offertory Antiphon, and Communion Antiphon, which
are usually scriptural passages, are sung by the choir while the
priest reads them silently from the missal. While it is not
technically required for the Propers to be sung at every High
Mass, just as incense is not technically mandated, doing so is the
norm for which Latin Mass communities should strive.

There are three accepted
forms of singing the
Propers: The first and
normative option is to chant
the full Gregorian Chant
Propers out of the Liber
Usualis, the official book of
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Lectio Epistolae beati Pauli Apostoli ad Ephesios. Ephes. 5.

Ratres : Estote imitatéres Dei, | téte intelligéntes, quod omnis for-

sicut filii carissimi : et ambulate | nicator, aut immiindus, aut avarus,
in dilectione, sicut et Christus dilé- | quod est idolérum sérvitus, non ha-
xit nos, et trédidit semetipsum pro | bet hacreditatem in regno Christi
nobis oblationem, et héstiam Deo | et Dei. Nemo vos sedicat indnibus
in odérem suavitatis. Fornicatio | verbis : propter haec enim venit ira
autem, et omnis immunditia, aut| Dei in filios diffidéntiae. Nolite ergo
avaritia, nec nominétur in vobis, | éflici participes eérum, Eratis enim
sicut decet sanctos : aut turpitido, | aliquando ténebrae; nunc autem
aut stultildquium, aut scurrilitas, | lux in Démino. Ut filii lucis ambu-
quae ad rem non pértinet; sed ma- | late : fructus enim lucis est in omni
gis gratidrum actio. Hoc enim sci- | bonitéte, et justitia, et veritate.
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chosen, is to sing a
polyphonic setting of the Propers. Locally this has been done, in
part, on Good Friday, when a polyphonic setting of the Adoramus
Te antiphon by Théodore Dubois has been used during the
procession with the Blessed Sacrament. There are full settings of
polyphonic Propers by William Byrd and others.

The third option is to chant the Propers to a Psalm Tone, a simple,
standardized melody. Psalm Tones are recognizable and easy for
choirs to master. Psalm Tone Propers are also shorter in duration
to sing, which arguably makes more sense at certain points in the
Mass. Many celebrants do not want to wait while the lengthy
Graduals that are often found in the Liber are sung. Thus the
occasional use of selected Psalm Tone Propers can be an
appropriate choice even when a choir is capable of singing the full
Liber version.

So where does one learn to sing the Psalm Tone versions? A
chapter in the Liber provides the usual Psalm Tone melodies, but
these are presented merely as a series of notes. There is no text
accompanying the notes. A singer would have to memorize the
melody and adapt the words of a given Feast Day’s Propers to that
melody on the fly — a skill not every singer has.

To assist singers, a number of books were published during the
20" century that set the texts of the Propers to Psalm Tone notes.

The most famous and most frequently updated of those books is
Rev. Carlo Rossini’s ‘Proper’ of the Mass. It uses modern musical
notation, more familiar to most singers than chant notation. Fr.
Rossini was the music director at Pittsburgh’s St. Paul Cathedral,
where he developed the book initially to help his own singers. The
Rossini Propers’ far easier-to-sing Psalm Tone setting of the
Gradual from this Sunday’s Mass is shown.
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1st SUNDAY in; Lent ~
7. 1. An-ge- ! lis suis Deusman - - |dd - vit [de te, |utcustédiantteindmnibus| vi - is |t - is.
2. i Inméni - - - - - bus por- | td-buntte, | ne inquam offéndas ad
. o Lo lépidem ... .. ....... pe-dem! tu - um
Tr.3. Qui hd - | bitatin adjutéri- - - | o Al tis-si-mi, | in protectiéne Dei caeli. .| com-mo-{ ri-bi-tur.
4. | Dicet Démino: Suscéptor
meuses,|et refigiummeum,| De - us jme - us: [spe - = = - - - - ri-boin ;i e - um
5. I Quéniam ipse liberdvit
me | de lque- - - - | o ve-|ninfium,|eta............0 ver - bo ; d-spe-ro.
6. i Scpulis suis obum - - |brd - bit | ti - bi, [etsubpennis ...... . . .|e-jusspefrd - bis.
7. i Scuto circliimdabit te. .. .| vé-ri-tas | e - jus:|non timébis a ti- - - |mé-reno-ictir - no.
8.} A sagitta voldnte per di-
em, | a negbtio perambu- | ldn-te in | té-me-bris,| & rufna et daeménio me- | ri - di-i & - no.
9. | Cadenta litere tuo mille,|
etdecemmilliaa ... ... dex - tris | tu - is: | tibi dutem nonap - - |pro-pin-iqud - bit.
16. i Quéniam Angelissuisman-| dd - vit | de  te, |utcustédiantteinémnibus| vi - is ! tu - is.
11. {In méni - - - - - |bus por-!ti-bumtte, | ne inquam ofiéndas ad
lipidem .......... ..|pe-dem! tu - um.
12, {Super ispi et basilis am - bu- l& - bis,| et conculcibis leénem . .| et dra-i ¢4 - nem.
13. {Quéniaminmesperivit,libe|-rd - bo | e - um:| prétegam eum, quiniam
cognévit ............../|no-menime - um.
14. | Invocbit me, | et ego ex-| 4u-di-am{ ¢ - um:|cum ipsosumin tribu - | la - ti-{ & - ne.
15. | Erfpiam eum, et glorifi - [ cd - bo | e - um:* longitidine diérum adim-
lébo eum, | et osténdam
Ind SUNDAY in Lent Eli salus - - - - - ti -re {me - um,
Gr. 1. Tri-bu-} latibnes cordis mei ... ... di - la- |titee sunt:| de necessitatibus meiséri- | pe me, | Do-mi-ne.
2. | Vide humilitétem mea la[-bé - rem | me - um: | et dimitte Smnia pec - | cA-ta ime - a
Tr. 3. Con-h - | témini Démino, .. ......|quini bo - nus: | quiniamin saécul iseris COr-di- € - jus.
4 | Quis loquétur po - - |ién-ti-as | Dé-mi-ni:| auditas ficiet omnes ... .| lu-des| ¢ - jus?
5. | Beatiqui custédi - - |unt ju-; di-ci-um, | et ficiunt justitiam in...| o - mnijtém-po-re.
&. | Meménto nostri, Démine, |
in beneplcito .......... po-pu-li jtu - i: |visitanosinsalu- - - [ th- i {tu - o
3rd SUNDAY in Lent
Gr. 1. Ex - siir- | ge Démine, | non prae - | vd-le-at | ho - mo:| judicéntur gentes in con- | spé-ctu { tu - o
2. | In converténdo inimicum | me-umre- | trér-sum, |infirmabinturet peribunta| fi-ci-e | tu - a.
Tr.3. Ad te flevivi | 6-cu-losjme - os, |qui hdbi - - - - - tas in | cae - lis.
4. | Ecce sicut 6euli servérum)|
in minibus domi - - |ndremsu-j 6 - rum:|et sicut Sculi ancillae |
inmdnibus ......... . |déminael su - ae:
5 !ta Geuli nestri ad Déminum| De - um | no-strum, | donec misere- - - - | & - worf no - stri.
6. | Miserére .............. no - bis, |Dé-mi-ne, mise - - - - - - Té - re | no - bis.
4th SUNDAY in Lent . .
Gr. 1. Lae-t4 - i tus sum in his quae .. ... di-ctasunt| mi - hi: |in domum ............. Dé-mi-ni | {-bi-mus.
2.  Fiatpaxinvir - - - [td - te |tu - a: |et abunddntiain . ... tiirri-busi tu - is.
Tr. 3. Qui con-{ fidunt in Démine, ......|sicu/mons| Si - on: |non commnvéhitqr inae-| .
o | Montes in circfiitu ejus: | térnum, | qui hdbitat ... .| in J:e- rii-sa-lem
et Déminus in circiity .| po-prdi | su - i, [exhoc nuncet ... . .| usguein | saé-cu-lum.
IST. GABRIEL OF OUR LADY OF SORROWS (Feb- 27) .
Gr.1. Quam ma-{gna multittido dulcédinis| tu - ae | Dé-mine] quam abscondisti ti. .. |mén - ti-f bus te.
2. | Perlecisti eis qui..... .| spe - rant] in - te,| in conspéctu Bli- - - & -rum! hd-minum.
Tr. 3. Be - & | tus vir cujus est au- - |xi.li-umjabs te:| ascensiénes in corde
suo dispdsuit,|in valle .
lacrymdrum, in ...... lo-coquem Ppo-su - it.
4. Elégiabjéctus esse indomo|De - i {me - i,| magis quam habitire
5. {Non privibit bonis | in taberniculis...... .|pec - ca-} t6 - rum.
eos|qui dmbulant in. .|in - no- cén-ti.-af Démine virtfitum, |
bedtus homo qui.... |spe - rat} n fe
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Locally, a member of the choir of the Oakland County Latin Mass
Association has taken the initiative to incorporate the Rossini
Propers into their repertoire, with the objective of getting the
entire choir involved in chanting the Propers. While long-term it is
preferable that choirs learn the full Liber version, one must learn
algebra before calculus. The Rossini Propers book is an excellent
stepping-stone resource to help choirs progress in learning this
important part of our Church’s musical treasury.

Tridentine Masses This Coming Week

Mon. 03/20: 8:00 AM Low Mass, 12:00 Noon High Mass, & 7:00
PM Solemn High Mass at St. Joseph (St. Joseph, Spouse of the
Blessed Virgin Mary) — Part of annual St. Joseph Day of Prayer
Tue. 03/21 7:00 PM: Low Mass at Holy Name of Mary, Windsor
(Tuesday in the Third Week of Lent)

Sat. 03/25 8:30 AM: Low Mass at Miles Christi (Annunciation of
the Blessed Virgin Mary)

Comments? ldeas for a future column? Please e-mail info@windsorlatinmass.org. Previous columns are available at www.windsorlatinmass.org.



mailto:info@windsorlatinmass.org
http://www.windsorlatinmass.org/

