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Attendance Grows at Detroit Area Tridentine Masses 
 

Historically there are two kinds of cities in the Traditional Latin 

Mass world: ones with few TLM sites, but with high attendance 

per site; and ones with more numerous sites, but lower attendance 

per site. As this column has many times noted, metro Detroit and 

Windsor leads North America in number of sites, with 40 sites 

currently offering the Tridentine Mass. Logically one would 

conclude that with so many sites, attendance per site would be 

lower. 

 

In recent months, however, the number of faithful attending many 

of our sites has been steadily increasing, to the point where a few 

sites are worthy of mention: 

 

Immaculate Conception, Lapeer has seen their Sunday 12:00 

Noon Mass grow to around 175 people, a significant increase 

from when that time slot hosted a Novus Ordo English Mass a few 

years ago. 

 

Holy Family Church in Saginaw – far north of metro Detroit – has 

stabilized at 175 people for their 3:00 PM Sunday Mass. 

 

St. Matthew, Flint, for years a site which had around 60 people 

attending, now sees as many as 300 people at their Sunday 3:00 

PM Mass. 

 

St. Mary Star of the Sea, Jackson has around 180 at their Sunday 

1:00 PM Mass, having grown from many years at about 75 

attending. 

 

First Friday 7:00 PM Masses at Old St. Mary’s attract a widely 

varying attendance, in part because of other events, family and 

secular, that compete for that time slot. Yet as happened in 

December, First Fridays occasionally can get as many as 300 

faithful, many of whom hear about the Mass from ads on Detroit’s 

classical radio station, WRCJ, 90.9 FM. The parish’s monthly 

Sunday 10:00 AM High Mass gets almost triple the attendance of 

the Novus Ordo Latin Mass which is held in that time slot on the 

other Sundays of the month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The quiet giant, however, is Ann Arbor’s St. Thomas the Apostle 

[pictured above]. Fulfilling the long-held belief of Juventútem 

Michigan co-founder Paul Schultz that the parish was ideally 

located to become a major TLM site, attendance at their 11:30 

AM Sunday Mass has grown to where it attracts 400-475 faithful 

each week, despite having “competition” from nearby Old St. 

Patrick’s Parish, which offers a Second Sunday 12:30 PM Mass 

that continues to attract around 175 faithful. 

 

The Priest Standing in for Christ 
 

The below chart is a meditation on how the priest’s actions at the 

altar during the Traditional Mass reflect moments in the life of 

Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tridentine Masses This Coming Week 
 

Tue. 01/18 6:00 PM: High Mass at Our Lady of Good Counsel, 

Plymouth (St. Prisca, Virgin & Martyr) – Celebrant: Fr. Thai 

Hung Nguyen 
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