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Music News from London, England: 
Westminster Cathedral William Byrd Polyphonic Propers 

and Rosary Shrine Music Program Upgrade  
 

It seems there is often something refreshingly interesting to report 

from the Latin Mass epicenter that is London, England. This week 

there are two developments there on the sacred music front: 

 

Many of our readers are familiar with the compositions of William 

Byrd. For almost 20 years, Windsor’s St. Benedict Tridentine 

Community Choir has sung Byrd’s Mass for Three Voices and 

Mass for Four Voices with regularity. Less well-known is the fact 

that Byrd composed polyphonic settings of the Propers of the 

Mass (Introit, Gradual, Alleluia, Offertory, and Communion 

Antiphon). In honor of the 200th Anniversary of William Byrd, the 

Westminster Cathedral Choir will sing Byrd’s polyphonic Propers 

at Masses throughout 2023. They have published a brochure 

detailing what will be sung on each day, from which the adjacent 

two pages have been taken: 

https://westminstercathedral.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2022/11/Byrd-Brochure-2_compressed.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While Westminster Cathedral does host Masses in the 

Extraordinary Form, the Cathedral Choir – comprised of boys and 

men – usually sings for Novus Ordo Masses that are partially or 

all in Latin, virtually every day of the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further north in 

metropolitan 

London is the 

Dominicans’ 

Rosary Shrine, an 

enormous church 

with fifteen side 

chapels dedicated 

to the mysteries of 

the Rosary. For the last several years Fr. Lawrence Lew, OP has 

been leading an effort to reinvigorate parish life at the Rosary 

Shrine; the church had been easy to overlook amongst the other 

liturgical offerings in London due to its location in a residential 

neighborhood north of the central city. First Fr. Lawrence 

instituted a weekly Sunday Dominican Rite High Mass. Then he 

restored the sanctuary and historic High Altar. Now he is running 

a modest campaign to improve the quality of their monthly 

polyphonic Dominican Rite Mass by adding professional 

singer(s). The case he sets forth is clear and conservative in 

funding goals. Donors from the U.S. are able to make tax-

deductible donations. An impressive model for how a church can 

upgrade its musical offerings: 

https://rosaryshrine.co.uk/donate/future-decades-

campaign/supporting-sacred-music/ 
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